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| Thoſe to whom it may belong. 


REVEREND SIRS, 


Oraſmuch as it has pleas-d Almighty God of his great 
F Goodneſs, to bleſs this Age with an incomparable Set of 
wiſe and able Miniſters, to do the Service both of Church 

and State; and ſeeing that the Superior Clergy are more eſpe- 
cially remarkable for their uncommon Humility and Self-de- 
nia), Application to their proper Buſineſs, and Watchfulneſs 
over their Sheep, We can by no means conceive that the fol- 
lowing Diſcourſe, which inveighs againſt Eccleſiaſtical Ava- 
rice and Self. ſeeking, can be properly addreſs'd to any one li- 
ving. But if ever it ſhou'd pleaſe Heaven (for the Sins of this 


3 ation) to viſit us hereafter with Wolves in * Attire, To 


them the ſubſequent Reproof appertains. 
If we ſhou'd ever unfortunately have a Prelate amongſt us, 


Who ſhall concern himſelf with the State, inſtead of the Church, 
- ſtndy the Law more than the Goſpel, and ſeek the earthly Ts. 
bernacle of Canterbury and its Revenues, before the Kingdom 
of God and his Righteouſneſs; who ſhall endeavour to cruſh 
every one of his inferior Clergy : Who has more wit than is a- 
greeable to his ſolemn Grimace, or more Spirit than to ſubmit 
to his Ecclefiaſtical Nod, To the Peruſal of ſuch a one We 


wou'd recommend the enſuing Diſcourſe. 


| If we ſhou'd ever have another of thoſe Right Ro Gen⸗ 
try, who ſhall make Money his God, and pay Adoration to the 
Tolden Image, who ſhall always make his Principle truckle to 

his Profit, and plead the Cauſe of Bribery and Corruption for 


9 Hire: If any one that ſhall regard the Intereſt of his own pri- 


vate F amily, more than the Edification of the Flocks under his 
r who Halt meaſure a Man's Merit 6 Fe his Marringnial | 
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Eiectlon, and tag a Daughter or a Niece to evety Benefit he be- 


ſtows. —If any other that ſhall turn Monopolizer of Dignitieg 
and Livings, receive the Wages of a Biſhop, Prieſt and Deacon 
at once, without diſcharging the Duty of either, and hold Com- 


meudam on Commendam, whilſt many Gentlemen of ſuperior 


Underſtanding and Merit are ſtarving in a Gown; 


If any 


ſtingy, imperious Double-· Chinn d Doctor, with two or three fat Li- 


vings, and half a Dozen Sine-Cares, ſhall keep a tatter' d Crape 
to do the Drudgery of Prayer, without allowing him a Stipend 


ſufficient to get him Bread, and treat him with leſs Reſpect 


than he does his Sexton or Lacquey, To ſuch as theſe we 
make a Preſent of the following Rebuke. 

In a Word, if any, by whatever Names or Titles dignify'd 
and diſtinguiſh'd, ſhall hereafter act in ſuch a ſelfiſh and worldly- 


minded manner as ſhall prove them to be Seekers of their own 


Things, and not. of Chriſt's. If, inſtead, of taking up 
the Croſs, and following their Maſter, they make it their ſole 
Buſineſs to contend for the Bag, and, Judas like, betray his 
Intereſt for a Bribe —- If, inſtead of being Peace-makers and 
Reconcilers amongſt Men, there ſhould be any who ſhall be. - 
come Authors and Fomenters of Diſcord, who to gratify their 
own Avarice, Ambition and Pride, ſhall turn Diſturbers of 
Kingdoms and Butchers of Men, and ſet the World ina Flame 
© that they may pilfer in the Confuſion, To theſe, and to * 
as theſe, we addreſs the following Diſcourſe. 
| But here it may be asked, If we have no ſuch Wayward Di. 
vines amongſt us at preſent, to what End is this Satire trump'd 
up again now? — Hey! Why, ay that's true But — but 
— but look'e that's not the Thing. If People will ask filly 


Queſtions, they may anſwer *emthemſelves for Us. — And ſo, 5 


5 wal. Turn, and R ight Reverend: F 1 we Gas yau 
we 
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For all feek their own, not the things which. are 
Feu Chriſt's 


HRIST is the great Shepherd and Biſhop. of Souls, ſo 
ſtib d, 1 Pet. ii. the laſt Verſe : Now his Dioceſs extends over 
„, all the World, and conſiſts in the general of two forts of 
People, Fews and Gentiles; over each of which he did ap- 
WY point nominatim a ſpecial Superintendant, Gal. ii. 7. Peter 
was for the Fews, whatſoever the Papiſts ſay, and Paul was for the 
- Gentiles, whereof the Philippians, a People of Macedon in Greece, 
were a part; towards whom (like a loving Guardian) this their Su- 
perviſor St. Paul doth manifeſt his ſpecial, Care, in providing for 
them, and ſending to them, to be. reſident with them, a moſt learned, 
loving, faithful, and felf-denying Man; one Timotheus, a young Man 
with whom himſelf was well acquainted, and whoſe Conditions he io 
well knew, that he durſt give his word for him, and pawn his Cre- 
dit that he would be moſt ſincere in the Work of Chriſt, and moſt 


loving unto them; nay, the truth was, he did not know where to find 


huis Fellow, he was the beſt in the whole pack: for (ſays he) I have 
no Man like-minded, who will naturally care for your ſtate; for al 

gel their own, and not the things that are Feſus Chriſt's. 8 
7 Now, Brethren, as we go along, we may note by the way thels _ 
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1 
Firſt, That there was an Order of Superiours and Inferiours in 
the Church in the Apoſtle's days: Paul hath Power over Timothy, for 
10 ſend him, wer. 19. and Timothy was ready to obey Paul, as a Son 
_ the Father, wer. 22. „ OE be pg —— 
Secondly, We may obſerve, that it did (as may ſeem) chiefly belong 
to the Biſhop or Superviſor, to appoint Paſtors for particular Churches 35 
and Congregations : Paul ſends and appoints Timothy to be a Preacher 
FTA AA >. . „ 
Thirdly, We may obſerve what kind of Men were prefer d by 
them to ſuch places: why ſuch as themſelves by experience knew to 
be learned, loving, faithful, and ſelf-denying ; yea, and ſuch of whoſe _ 
Condition the People themſelves were not 5 oven ignorant: for ſuch 
a one was Timothy in all theſe reſpects, as ſhall- appear. „ 
1. He was a learned Man, and that not in = Rabbins or School; 
men only, but in the Scriptures; he was a good Textuary, as may be 
ſeen, 2 Tim. iii. 15. inſtructed in the Scriptures from a Child. 
2. He was a loving Man, one that would naturally care for their 
fate, even as tho they were ally'd to him by nature, ver. 20. 
3. He was one that was no Self; ſeeker, but faithful for Chrift, as 
appears by the Text, with that which goes before: IJ have no Man 
ile minded, for all theſe ſeek their own, and not the things that are 
Feſas Chriſt's; as (who ſay) Timothy is a Man I /e, one that ſeeks 
not himſelf in any thing, but only the Glory of God in everything. C 
4. He was one of whoſe Honeſty and Sincerity the Phi/ipprans _ 
themſelves had proof, as well as the Apoſtle (or elſe it might be q 
Hon'd whether he would have placd him over them :) Te Ino fave 
he) ye know the proof of him, that like as a Son with the Father, © 
Be ſerw'd with me in the Goſpel; ver. 22. It ſeems he had dwelt with + 
the Apoſtle (not like a Trencher-Chaplain to ſay Grace and fo forth, 
till a living fell) but ſays he, Ord evith me in the Goſpel: that | _ 
2s, he and J went preaching the Word of God up and down together; 
as if ſome good — Ag his Chaplain ſhould go up and down' to 
every Church in the Dioceſs (as both their Duty and Coſtom of old 
was) and preach the Word of God together, the one in the Fore- 
noon, and the other in the Afternoon. C 
Now the Philippians by theſe means had ſome proof and know-* | 
ledge of Timothy ; they had heard him preach, and had ſeen his 8 
Faithfulneſs, his Zeal, and his Scholarſhip; and therefore the Apoſtle 
knew they could not diſallow of him, eſpecially too being com- 
mended to them upon his Approbation. I leave the Application of 
theſe things to your ſelves, and fall upon the Text; For, ſays the 
Apoſtle, all ſeek their own, and not the things that are Feſus 
- _ 'The words are an iologia, or rendring of a reaſon, why he 
ſent Timothy. unto them; and it is a Collation, from the comparing 
of him with others, wherein he prefers him before them. None = 
were altogether of ſo perfect a ſtamp, nor of ſo pure a Metal, oo | _ 
1 cp ſincere in 1 1 was; they were a 
= more ich Self- Infection, ſomewhat more Self-/ceki 
_ on, ſomewhat more deli 
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Whence we may obſerve, who amongſt many is to be prefer'd ad 


Curam Animarum, by them that have power thereunto ; even ſuch as 


they think in conſcience, upon good experience, will aim moſt direct- 
ly God's Glory, and at the Salvation of Men. Favour, Friendſhip, 


baſe Simony, Flattery, Affection and the like, muſt bear no ſway, 


but naked Sincerity alone muſt poiſe the Balance. 


4 * 


4 . 


1 This is the Propoſition: but if you pleaſe we will make three of 


Cere in the higheſt degree, he went beyond them all, an 
hall be prefer'd before them all. i 


on; then doubtleſs in theſe leaden, theſe clayey, and corrupt Day 
of ours, wherein there are more Men and leſs Vertue, the Condition 


- All feek their own.) There be divers degrees of | Sincerity amongſt 


God's Servants ; no doubt but St. Paul had many more under him, 


that were ſincere too for the Glory of Chrift : but Timothy was ſin- 
Fg therefore 

Or it may be, this univerſal Propoſition is but Hyperbolical, and 
taken for the moſt part; as that place, John iii. 32. ſpeaking of 


Chriſt, it is ſaid, No Man received his Teftimony : that is, no body to 
| ſpeak on. Why, the Diſciples did, and ſome few others did, that 
| were his Followers; yea, but they were no body to ſpeak on, in 


reſpect of them that receiv'd it not. So here, no body but Timothy 
ſeeks that which is Jeſus Chriſt's; yes, Epaphroditus did, of whom 


mention is made, wer. 25. and ſome others doubtleſs: yea, but alas 
they are no body to ſpeak on, in reſpect of the reſt, that are mors 
Chriſt's in ſhew than they are in ſubſtance ; and (if you pleaſe) let 
uss take the words in that ſenſe, which is indeed the moſt favourable 


Interpretation. 


- - Ame 1 pray you obſerve in them the Apoſtle's ſecret Com laink, 
how in that pſt and 2 5 


| golden Age of the Church (as we may fo call 
it) wherein Chriſtian Vertues did more than ever ſince flouriſh in 
the ey (for they were all then either of Chriſt's own, or of 


huis Apoſtles own Ordination, who ſure were careful what they did 
in matters of this nature) they did not ignorantly (as in theſe later 
days) or raſhly lay their Hands upon every body, but only on ſuch, 

as by the Spirit of diſcerning they foreſaw were likely to prove the 


beſt. Now I fay, if in thoſe golden Days, we hear and fee by the 


Apoſtle's Complaint, in Clero tam raros fuifſe vere cordatos & fenceros 


homines, that in reſpect of the others they were as no body to f. 
ays 


is ſtill the ſame, if not in a degree worſe. At leaſt we may (rebus 


fic ftantibus, as they do) conclude from the words now, that which 


might have been concluded then; namely this Do#rine, It is the Con- 


| Gition of the greater part of the Clergy, to feek, themſebues more than 


hri 
3 


. - 


11. Moſt Feclefiaſticks ſeek their own. 


2. Few ſeek Chriſt. FFT 2 ; 
3. None can ſeek. both their own and Chriſt together: (for Chrift 


and themſelves in this reſpe& are always in competition, and St. Paul 
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* Reverendi Patres & Fratres, non mihi eſt cordi, auribus iſtius gens 


tis Laicz mores noſtros hac in re nimis vere flebiles ſermone divulga- 
re; Ah utinam potits mores ipſi eorum oculis non nimis divulgarent 


ipſos! Date copiam igitur obſecro dicendi verbis, quz nimis nimis 


Ris dicta ſunt, & oppugnandi parciter quæ ſtrenue oppugnat Deus: 
veſtrüm fateor eſt, alias 2 arguere, nunc vero (ni Flos huc ad- 


veniſtis, ut ipſi (re urgente) arguamini. Inire rem ſanè fateor, & cau- 


m, & locum, utrumque gravem, hominem petere me multo gravio- 
rem, & mallem equidem ut impræſentiarum me imberbem di - 


tem quam docentem videritis: Sed cum aliter ſe res habet (auxilian- 
te Deo) officio fungar pro virili, ac eo modo, ut non quæ mea ſunt vi- 


| gerer quzrere, ſed quæ Jen Chiti; Sete igitur. 


The firſt Propoſition is, Moſt Ecclefiafticks ſeek their own. I give 
It in theſe terms, becauſe I deſire to cloſe with the Apoſtle as near as I 
can; and it is plain he here ſpeaks of Eccleſiaſtical Perſons. 

But of the 
may call Directi and Collaterales ; fo directly, and fo only by the by. 


The firſt ſort I confeſs are principally here intended by the Apoſtle,  - 


tho both forts, as will appear, are too much guilty of Se/f-/eeking. 
| Concerning the firſt, they are the Miniſters of the Goſpel, ordai 
and appointed, as Timothy and the reſt were, to preach Jeſus Chriſt 
unto the People: now ſays the Apoſtle, theſe ſeeꝶ their own. 


there are two ſorts, which for want of other words I 


ordain d 


And there be three Owns which a Miniſter is faid to fel; own- - 


Eaſe, own Praiſe, own Profit. All /eek their own ; that is, there be 
few Miniſters but are guilty of Se/*/eeking. in one of theſe three re- 


. Some ſeek their own Eaſe, and of theſe in eſpecial are duee 


forts : whereof the 


© Firſt are they that will ſpare no pains, and peradventure no charge, 7 


Ell they have got a Charge; and then, eum pervenerint ad Curamy 


vin fine curd (as Bernard ſpeaks) when they have obtain'd a 
Cure, they live moſt void of Care: they are like the Hawk, who 


when ſhe hath got her Prey, by filling her Gorge is diſabled to fly 


Fs - 
NT 3 —_ * * 


* Newerend 8 and 133 T take 10 pleaſure in publiſhing 4 7 


in the Field, meanly 


our Miſcarriages in this point before the Laity : Would to God they did 


mot too plainly fee them with their own eyes] Give me leave there- 
fore, I beſeech you, to declare in Words what is already but too much 


declared by Deeds, and to oppoſe ſparingly thoſe things which God 5 


SBimſelf oppoſes moſt vehemently. At other times, I own, tis your part 
to reprove others; but at this time, I conceive, you are come hither, 


that your ſelves, if need be, may be reprov'd. I confeſs, the Solemnity 


_ , both. of Occafion and Place require a much 'graver Perſon for the Un- 
: dertaking ; and truly, for my. youth's ſake, I had rather now be your 


| 15 . Diſciple than your Teacher: but fince "tis otherwiſe, I will by God's 


Del diſcharge my Duty the beft I can, and in ſuch a manner as may 


—_— — — 
* C — 


! | E Heu Iiſcet not my ett, but the things of Feſus Chriſt. Attend therefore. | 


"I " 
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| appareb d, Omni crebra dedit populb reſponſa petenti; it play'd the kg - 


turer, it willingly anſwer d all Demands ; but when it was remov'd, 


and placd in the Temple, and richly adorn'd, I/lics Diwitiis obmutuit 
illa repertis, it play'd the Parſon, Wealth ſtopt its mouth, Preferment 


was an Obſtacle to its Oracles: ſo they. It may be (if their Bellies 


will give them leave) they will preach once a Fortnight, peradven- 


ture it is but once a Month; nay, it may. be they will give it quite 


over, and turn wholly like Lay-Pariſhioners, and become their Cu- 


rates moſt judicious Auditors; they find more eaſe to ſee others work 
than to work themſelves: ſo making the Miniſtry as a Trade, and 


themſelves as Mechanicks, who will take pains till they are Freemen, 


and tlien being ſet up, work only by their Apprentices: : 
Theſe I fay are the firſt fort that ſeek their own Eaſe,” your Non- 
preaching Miniſters, the Belly-gods of the Clergy, thoſe idle .Drones, 


thoſe dumb Dogs; Exe. xxxiv. 3. Iſa. Wi. 10, 11, 12. Theſe * 


harſh Terms I confeſs, Brethren, but they are Scripture-Phraſes, elſe 

durſt not uſe them, therefore pray let them be taken in the better 

part: they are the firſt. bo Wo Cͤb 5 
The Second ſort, and neareſt a-kin to the former, are Non- Reſi- 


dents, thoſe vagabond Teachers, that love pn wang better than their 


_ own home; like ſome People in theſe parts, that affect any Church 


better than that which belorigs to them. Theſe not only fail in preach- 


ing, but alſo in living as they ought to do; they are not only dumb, 


fore t 


} 
| 


+. I 


but alſo inviſible, neither ſeen nor heard of their People ; peradven- 
ture their People ſhall ſometimes hear from them, by the Media- 
tion of a Preſentment, if they do but conform to their Practice, in 


leaving their own Pariſh-Chutches ; if they be not more conſcionable 


than themſelves, and love home better than they; if they do not love 
His Curate at his command, better thai he doth them at God's com- 


mand, the loving Shepherd will take order to have his own Flock 
pounded. My Sheep know my Voice, ſays Chriſt, Fohn x. 27. but ſo ſhall 
not my Sheep know my Voice, ſays the Non-Reſident; for I will not 


preach unto them, My Sheep follow me, ſays Chriſt; but ſo ſhall not 


mine follow me, ſays the Non-Reſident; for if they do, Pll have them 


pounded. Ah, what Wretches are theſe that will afford neither Doc- 


trine nor Example to conform unto! Doubtleſs by their own confeſ⸗- 


ſion, their Lives at leaſt are not Canonical, in that their Manners de- 
ſerve no imitation. Theſe are they therefore that may be ſaid alſo 


to mind themſelves in the firſt rank, Non-Reſidents. 


” Wi Pied fort that  ſeck  themfelves-int” their own Ralf we the 


| timorous and fearful-hearted Preachers, that cry, Peace, Peace, when 


there is no Peace, Jer. vi. 14. that themſelves might live in peace. 
They love the name peaceable, better than conſcionable; and there- 
8 hey dare not diſturb Sin, left themſelves ſhould be diſturb'd; 
they wiſely foreſee that it is as much as ſome Mens Tongues are 
worth, yea, and their Livings too, to trench upon thoſe Evils that 
ſe with the beſt Men in the Pariſh, as they are call'd: 


keep hou | | 2 
g And themſelves have learnt long ago, when they read the Acci- 

dence; that "wh nem faciunt aliena pericula cautum. While the 

 {rong Man keeps 21. and 


the lipule, all things 3 peace, Like xi. 


theres ; 


Fs 
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therefore let St. Fames ſay what he will, Fames iv. 7. they dare not 
reſiſt the Devil, leſt he ſhould ſerve them as he did thoſe vagabond 
Feæus, Ads xix. 13, 16. run upon them, overcome them, and prevail 
- againſt them. Well, but for all that, it is no true Soldier's part to 


plead, Good fleeping in a whole Skin; or not to dare to draw in 


a good Cauſe, for fear of being beaten : for. my part, ſays the A- 
poltle, if I ſhould do ſo; If 1 ould ſeek to pleaſe Men, I were not 


the Servant of Chriſt, Gal. i. 10. So he, and fo I; and I add this 


more, If it were not for the hurt of them, I could always deſire to 
have ſome perverſe Peaple in my Pariſh, for it is one of the beſt means 
to put life into the Miniſtry. Well, but theſe are the third ſort ; and 
ſo much briefly for them in the firſt rank, that ſeek their own 
Thoſe of the Second Rank, are they that ſeek themſelves in Praiſe ; 
— ſeek their own Praiſe: and of theſe alſo in ſpecial are three 
orts. ; ES : , : ; | 
_ Firſt. They that ſhew more Eloquence than Power, more Learn- 
ing than Conſcience in their CANE: as ye ſhall have ſome come 
up with their Latin and their Loſophy (as the Countryman calls it) 
and with, ſuch Diviſions, Diſtinctions, and Metaphyſical Quiddities, 
that ſcarce themſelves can underſtand them. Some again will quote 
you twenty or thirty Fathers and Schoolmen in a Sermon, when 

peradventure they have ſcarce ſet eye on two, but took them upon 
truſt. * Others again will have their Sermon half Greek and Latin, 
that the common People, that love a-life (many of them) to hear 
- gibberiſh, might admire them for their Profoundneſs; as they did 


um, that for want of Greek and Latin ſpake Neiße and Iriſh ina - | 


Sermon. But, Brethren, let us think well upon it: Is to preach ſo, 
think you in conſcience, to preach Chriſt? St. Paul accounted thoſe 
Corinthians for vain-glorious, 2 Cor. 10. that came up with ſo much 
coin d Eloquence ; but what would he judge of many in theſe days, 
think you, if he ſhould live now, and hear Men come up with their 
ſtrong Lines, their eloquent Nonſenſe ? or ſhould, hear Men martyr- _ 
ing a piece of Scripture into ſo many Logical needleſs Diviſions as 
ſome will do; would he not ſay, think you, they did aim to ſhew 
the Strength of their own Brains, the Dexterity of their own Wits? 
Or if he ſhould have heard Men come up with ſuch a deal of un- 
known Language, as Latin, Greet, and the like, or with ſo man x 
Quotations of Fathers and Schoolmen, do you think he would have 
commended it? I do not ſpeak, Brethren, but that there is both Time 
and Place for Men to ay learnedly, if they are able, as in the 
Univerſity, or in ſuch a Place, or on ſuch an Occaſion as this is. If I 
Were able to ſpeak learnedly, I think here I ſhould: and I ſuppoſe, 
for ſome reaſons, if a Sermon on ſuch Occaſions were made all in 
Latin, it would not be much amiſs. But to ſpeak fo Scholar-like (as 
they call it) to a Company of ignorant People, it is for a Man to diſ- 
cover himſelf to be a vain-glorious Fool, even a plain Se/f-/eeker. I 
_ remember a word, and I hope I ſhall never forget it, „ , a. 
that my * Noble Patron ſaid once to me, when f 
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in mine ear; Truly (ſays he) I am perſuaded they that haye 
* moſt Latin in the Pulpit, have leaſt in the Schools: which when 
I had conſider d upon, and examin'd my ſelf, truly thought I, he 
ſays true, they have indeed. Well, theſe are the firſt fort in the ſe- 
cond Rank: I refer it to the Judgment of any one, if theſe ſeek 
not themſelves. | 
The Second ſort that ſeek themſelves in their own Praiſe, are they 

that affect Popularity, and would be famous in their Generation, emu» 
nent above all their Neighbours ; like Theudas, As v. 36. they would 
fain be ſomebody, and therefore glory much in ſeeing themſelves fol- 
low'd. O it is a fine thing to be tickled in the ear, to be carry'd 
as it were on the Shoulders of the People, Vigito demonſtrari, & di. 
cier hic eſt, Behold the Man, that is he Lea, and if the People 
will but follow them in this their humour, to requite them again, 
they will follow them again in their humours, and that ſo far, till 
they are led both out of themſelves, and out of their Pulpits; and 
then would fain come in again, but know not how, for loſing their 
credit (forſooth) with the People! Oh! it is a miſerable thing, where 


„ Sheep lead the Shepherd, it is a true Se me5T5e2; 3 and 


ddcqubtleſs it is ten times better to live (as they call it) under a Bi- 
ſhop's Bondage, than in this lamentable ſort, to be ſet in the Stocks 
by the Townſmen. Why, Brethren, God's Service is a perfect Free- 
dom; and without all queſtion, the nearer God the more free: 
Wherefore in God's name let us ſtand faſt in that Liberty wherein 
we are made free, not intangling our ſelves in ſuch Yokes of Bon- 


dage. | | =” | > 
5 Put indeed this Path of Se/f/zeking (or ſelf-loſing rather) is a beaten 

Path; more walk in it than think do. Vain-glory is a ſecret Sin, 

it will creep into the beſt Heart, the beſt Actions, and will com- 


monly attend the beſt Gifts: nay, let a Man do well but once, ſup- 


poſe he preach a good Sermon or ſo, and let him but examine his 
own Heart, if it be not fleſh'd exceedingly with the ſame, if the very 
Credit of it doth not firongly put him on to preach more often. 
For my own part I have found it, when to my own thinking I have 
done well (tho haply in another Man's not ſo, for the Crow's Bird 
is always faireſt in her own eyes;) why, before the words have 


been ſcarce out of my Mouth, or I out of the Pulpit, I have felt 


Vain-glory within, ſuggeſting ſecretly what Reſpect and Commenda- 
tion r have deſerv'd to my ſelf ; when it may be the next time, 
God Almighty, by denying a like Aſſiſtance, cuts my comb again, 
that I might know my Glorying to be but Vain-glorying, ſoon got 
77. gone, having loſt again in my own conceit what before I thought 
I had deſerv'd. Well, but this ſhall ſerve to note out the ſecond ſort 
that ſeek. themſelves in their own Praiſe, they that affect a vulgar 
ß) d hr uae Es = 
Now the Third fort that ſeek themſelves in their own Praiſe, ars 
they that affect Reſpect from the People too, but they go another 
way to procure it; namely, by envying, maligning, my gp and in- 
veighing againſt thoſe that are (and it may deſervedly too) more 
eminent and popular than themſelves: The Glory of their Fellows 


Wk 
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Labourer is their Diſgrace, his Candle dims theirs, his Pains dif: 


covers theirs and their Curates Lazineſs, and they cannot abide it. O 
if he were obſcur'd, then they ſhould ſhine; if his Light were out, 
their Negligence would not be ſeen; if he were not ſo much follow'd, 
themſelves (as themſelves think) ſhould be more regarded. They 
would be famous too, but how ſhall they effect it? Not by mending 


their own Diligence, but by endeavouring the others Silence; not bx 


Prayer to God, not by Study, not by more painful, and frequent, 


and conicionable Preaching, but by Slandering, by bitter Inveighing, 


by privy Perſecuting, by ſecret writing to Superiour Powers, and the 
EET - . e 


And ſurely, Brethren, ſo it is, they that are moſt often tax'd of 


Vain-glory by theſe Men, do leaft affect it, and the Taxers them- 


elves are moſt guilty of it: it may ſo appear from both ſides. Firſt, _ + t 
from the Parties tax d, who (ad plurimum) are Men of more able 
Gifts, to whom God lends a greater Power to diſpenſe his Word 


withal; which People perceiving, cannot but more affect them, and 
deſire to hear them (you know, where the Carcaſe is, the Eagles will 
ather' d, Mat. xxiv. 28.) which for his part, it may be, the Preacher 


Be 
Adeſireth not, but rather ſeeks to avoid; and (as ſome have done) doth 


haply forbear to preach at that preſent, when he hath ſeen People 
flocking to that purpoſe. © * ff 

Nay, and further obſerve but the manner of ſuch Mens teach- 
ing, they ſeldom preſs for Reſpect to Preachers; they know they 
ſhall have it if they deſerve it, without preaching for it. Honour 
follows Merit as the Shadow doth the Body, and flies from them 
that follow it, as appears from the other Parties (the Taxers) wha 


Are ever and anon calling for Ref ct, for | Reverence, and Love; Bs 
which (as the caſe may be) may lawfully be done, for the Apoſtle 
did it, 1 Cor. iv. 1. Gal. iv. 17. yet ordinarily, doubtleſs, it is purchas'd 


171717171711 ones” By" Oni" Went 


to inveigh bitterly againſt their neighbour Miniſters that have more 


3 than themſelves, and to preſent their poor People that give it 
to t F . 


to them: And what doth this ſecretly infer but Self-/eeking ? 
thou didft truly ſeek Chriſt, and didit glory above all things, as thou 
bughteſt, in the Proſperity of his Kingdom, thou wouldſt be glad to 
ſee it thrive by whoſoever is the Builder, and wouldft rejoice in the 


Fruit of another's Labours, as in thins own, if thine with his did 


tend to the Service of the ſame Lord. 


able to teach profitably themſelves, or elſe are idle Perſons, and make 


no conſcience to Bey that Gift which God hath beſtow'd upon 


chem. Why man, ou wouldſt keep thy People at home, do not 


fall a pounding, or preſenting of them; nor do thou fall to inveigh 


Against thoſe to whom they reſort, for that Courſe will but drive that 
-- © Further from thee which thy Soul gapes after, namely, Reſpect and 
bet} Love, No, but fall thou to work more diligently, ſtudy thou more 


” 
— 1 
: 


C . . 


— 


5 beſides (as I ſaid) it is their cuſtom of whom I am ſpeaking, 


' Nay, and further, as it is obſerv'd, thoſe Miniſters that are molt 
bitter in complaining in that kind, are ſuch as are either utterly un- 
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earefully, pray thou more fervently, and teach thou more conſcionably + 
and profitably, and ſee what God will do for thee: but if thou fol- 
loweſt thine own Courſes ftill, Men will ſay that thou (tho? covert- 
ly) ſeekeſt thine own Praiſe ; yea, and thou giveſt People more juſt 


_ occaſion to judge ſo of thee, than thou canſt find to judge fo of 


another. And thus you have ſeen, as briefly as may be, the ſe- 
_ way wherein Miniſters ſeek themſelves ; namely, in their own 
raiſe. 2 E | | 
Come we now to the third way, wherein they ſeek their own, and 
that is in Profits ; and of theſe as of the former, are in like manner 
three ſorts. _ i N 2 | 
The Firſt are they that to expreſs their more diſlike of Singula- 
rity, do hunt after nought but Pluralities, Living upon Living, as ma- 
ny as ye will with a Diſpenſation ; it is not againſt the Canon, and 


it may be ſuſpected (as ſome have ſaid) that would the ſame Canon : 


as equally permit to have as many Wives, their ſtretching Conſcien- 


ces would quickly ſubmit to an eaſy Conformity. The Apoſtle ſays, 


Let the Minifter be the Husband of one Wife, 1 Tim. iii. 2. Some in- 
deed take it literally, and ſome myſtically for one Church or Con- 


gregation, whereunto, as to a Wife, he is betrothed. O but Paul. 


Paul, if that be thy meaning, thou never kneweſt the Myſtery of a 
Diſpenſation: What, Man ! it we can but be qualify'd, we may hold 
as many Livings (if we can get them) as we have Fingers and 
Toes. Yea, and I pray thee what good do thy many Livings da 
thee? Speak Conſcience, ſpeak Practice: Do they make thee ſeek 
Chriſt more earneſtly, do they make thee preach. more diligently ? 
Surely they ought to do: but obſerve it when you will, the more 
bountifully God deals with many of them in this kind, the leſs work: 


they do him; and ſhould any Day-Labourer deal fo with them, they 


would never endure it. Chriſt ſays, My Kingdom zs not of this World; 


they 
Heat into them; and like thoſe unconſcionable Phari/ces in the . 1 


and it is to be fear'd, that they that receive ſuch Profits and Re- 


wards here, ſhall be put off when time comes with [Te have your 
Reward, Mat. vi. 2. If thou be Chriſt's Diſciple, take up as many 


Croſſes as thou wilt, thou haſt good warrant for it, Luke ix. 23. 


but take not up too many Churches, thou wilt find no Scripture for 


that. Croſſes I confe's are heavy things, but Churches are far heavier z 

and beſides, Heaven-Gate is a low Gate, a Gate with à low Roof, and 
Churches you know have high Steeples, and they hinder Men from 
ſtooping; they make Men proud, remember that. | | 


But ſo much for them, the firſt ſort ſtand in the third Rank, that 


| ſeek themſelves in Profit. "LEG 


The Second fort art oppoſite to the” former in Way, but they 
meet in the End, for they ſeek themſelves too and their own Profits, 


but it is in ſhunning of Pluralities ; for they will preach againſt a double 
'  Benefice, even to the end they may get a double Living, one from 
the Church, and another from the Country: for like the Snake on 


the Hearth, when in their ſomewhat too ſmall a Being they have got 
ſome pretty Warmth by the better Benevolence of the People, then 
1 to ſtir and hiſs, to the detriment of them that put this 
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Mat. xxiii. 4. they lay unſupportable Burdens upom ſome of their too 


too unable Shoulders. 1 | 695 . 

A good Benefice (as goes the Report) 1s propounded to them, and 

it lies a great way off (it may be in the Confines of Utopia) and it 
goes againſt their Conſciences to hold two Livings in that nature; 


{for you - muſt underſtand their Conſciences ſtand crooked the clean 


contrary way.) Wherefore if they accept of this Proffer (as the want 


of temporal Sufficiencies doth perſuade them) then they muſt leave 


their dear and loving People (which they are loth to do) wherefore 


their advice is crav'd againſt ſuch a Day, and the matter is refer'd 
to their weighty Conſiderations (which proves too too weighty to ma- 


ny of them) and a long Sermon without bluſhing is made to that pur- 


_ Poſe, which like Haſeas empty Vine, He,. x. 1. brings forth fruit on- 
ly to it ſelf: for at the time appointed, Advice defir'd is return d, 
with that which was more expected, the promiſe of a larger Contri- 
Þution, upon condition he will not leave them ; whereunto they that 


have more. need to receive, muſt not refuſe to give, however againſt 


their power and will (as with grief in ſecret they are forc'd to con- 


feſs) leſt they ſhould be counted Enemies to the Goſpel, Slighters of 


their Miniſter, and live like neglected ſuſpected Perſons all their days. 
| Now certainly this is the moſt baſe, ungodly, and hypocritical kind of 


Se/f-ſeeking that is; and without all queſtion, of the two, it is far leſs 


enſive in the ſight of God to hold two Benefices, if one be not 


ſufficient, than in this baſe manner to grind the Faces of the Poor. 
Well, theſe are the ſecond ſort that fland in the third Rank guilty of 


Self-Jeeking in regard of Profit. _ ET bg 
The Third fort are they that load themſelves with thick Clay, as 


the Prophet ſpeaks, Hab. ii. I mean, that plunge themſelves in multi- 


tude of wordly Affairs, unbeſeeming their Profeſſion ; as Farming, 


Plowing, or the like, wherein for their own Gain they are ſo pain- 


ful, that God's Work muſt needs be done but ſlightly, if it be done 
ad formam, whether well or no they paſs not. When they have ſought 
_ themſelves in the dirt all the week, on Saturday in the Afternoon 
they begin to think of ſeeking Chriſt, or to ſpeak in their own pro- 
ane Phraſe, then _ begin to provide Fodder for their Cattel ; or 
it may be, it is Sunday morning before they go about their Sermon, 
Peradventure ſome of their Wits deſerve Commendation, but to be 


ſure their Cuſtom deſerves no Imitation; for make the beſt of it, it 


1 to do God's work negligently, and curſeth be he that doth fo, Jer. 
1 8 . | | 


Yea, and mark it, ſuch Men too, as their Heart on the week-days 
runs wholly after their Covetouſneſs, ſo for the moſt part do their Tongues 


upon the Sabbath; for what are the maineſt Points that ſuch Men 
beat moſt upon in the Pulpit, but Payment of Tythes, Church-Duties ? 
And plenty of Arguments they can produce for the preſſure of this 
Point; which tho' a modeſt Man haply hath more cauſe to uſe, yet 
he dares not alledge, leſt he ſhould - give his People occaſion to think, 


that contrary to St. Paul's practice, he ſought theirs more than them, © 
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It is very true, People's Conſcience in tything even every where, 
is like ſome Miniſters Conſcience in preaching, it always comes ſhort 
of Duty; and yet, Brethren, let us obſerve it,-of all Sins, Preaching 

is leaſt prevailing againſt this Sin: for whatſoever the Miniſter ſpeaks 

in this caſe, they. will judge to be ſpoken in his own caſe ; whatever 
be intends, they will tax him of Se/f/ceking ; for it is a point call'd 

Noli me tangere, the very Touch will infect, But to glance in the 
Pulpit upon the Unconſcionableneſs of People in this kind, is the very 
next way to ſpread the Contagion, ſuch are their Natures and Conſti- 
And yet, Brethren, this is a common place, and therefore I may 
the better ſpeak it; and where there is one Lay-man here, I would 
there were an hundred for to hear me: but here are the Church- 
wardens, that for the moſt part are the Ringleaders to Diſhoneſty in 
this kind, the Proverb holding true in them, The nearer the Church 
_ the farther from God; ſo ſoon as they have taken the Oath of Rela- 
tion to the Church, then will they ſhew themſelves injurious one way 
or other to the chief Churchman; and the Devil perhaps perſuades 
them they may do it that year by Authority. But as I was ſaying 
{and I pray you be pleasd to mark it, you of the Laity, and tell 
your Neighbours. of it when you come at home) a Miniſter may 
and ought to ſeek that which God and the Law hath allotted him for 
his Maintenance, and yet be no Se/f/zeker, but may ſeek Chriſt in 
it, and the Souls of you his People in it. I warrant you will not be- 
eve this, but I'll make it plain unto you. | | | 
Firſt, he ſeeks Chriſt in it, for Tythes are call'd God's Portion, 
Mal. iii. 8. The Miniſters are but God's Rent-gatherers, and ſhould 
they fail in their Duty in this kind, we may well foreſee by the un- 
conſcionable Conditions of Men (who above all things love to cheat 


SGod of his Due) that by the next Generation Chriſt would have cauſe 


to take up his old Complaint, The Foxes hawe Holes, and the Birds 
the Air haue Nefts, but the Son of Man (Chriſt Jeſus) hath not where 
_ to hide his head, Mat. viii. 20. Therefore in ſeeking their own Dues, 
you ſee they may be ſaid to ſeek Chriſt, even to keep him in the 
Land amongſt you. pe” = | 7 
Then ſecondly, they in this ſeek not ſo much themſelves, as they 
do you their People; for (mark it) wouldſt not thou ſay that that 
Man did chiefly aim at thy Good, that ſhould beſtow all his pains 
and endeavour to fave thee from the Gallows, altho* he ſhould get to 
_ himſelf thereby the Price for the Halter? Why, I tell thee, of all 
Thefts this is moſt dangerous and damnable, when thou doeſt with- 
hold or diminiſh that which is due to the Minifters of God. Now 
that the Curſe which God threatens, Mal. iii. 8, 9. might not fall up- 
on thee, thy Miniſter looks more narrowly to receive his Dues, and it 
is a part of his Duty to thee, leſt, I ſay, thou by his Remiſneſss 
ſhouldſt pull the Curſe upon thine own head. And I pray thee what 
doth he get by it? even the price of a two-penny Halter: for thy 
Tythes and thy Dues which thou payeſt to him, are but as of that 
value] in reſpect of thy Soul; the whole World is nothing in compart- 
ſon of that, ſays Chriſt, Mat. xvi. 26, and I hope thou wilt not den, 
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it, if thou loveſt thy Soul. But indeed, Brethren, this is the truth of 
it, People do not love their own Souls; it appears in this, of all Men 
they do not care for him that hath the charge of their Souls, it goes 
moſt againſt the Stomachs of many of them to do him a common 
- Courteſy. Any Lay-Man ſhall have better dealings with them, and 
mall receive better Tythes from them (where Lay-men do receive 
them) than he that hath the Charge of their Souls; yea, any other 
Miniſter, any Lecturer, ſhall have their Affections, and it may be 
ſometimes their Monies too; but their own Paſtor that hath the Charge 
of their Souls, tho? he be never ſo careful and painful for their Good, 
hall not get fo much as his Dues of them. Nay, which is more 
e yet, if a Lecturer doth but turn Paſtor, and take the Charge 
of Souls upon him, it is the very next way to loſe many of the Peo- 
ple's Loves, which haply before he did enjoy; and this ſome Lectu- 
rers foreſee well enough, and therefore refuſe to take any ſuch Charge 
-upon them. | | | FE 
But what is the reaſon that People in this ſort affect not him that | 
hath the Charge over their Souls, whenas the Apoſtle alſo commands 
it fo expreſly, 1 Te v. 12. but even becauſe they do not love their 
But, Brethren, I would you would but ſeriouſſy in your retir'd 
Thoughts think upon that Charge of the Apoſtle, Heb. xii. 17. and 
read over with due Conſideration that place in the third of Malachi, | 
where Tythes are calF'd God's Portion, and where the Curſe is 
threaten'd to light upon thoſe that retain them; and a gracious Bleſ= 
{ing is promis'd to all the reſt of their Subſtance, to the free, wii. 
ling, and liberal Prayers of them: I fay, if you would but conſider | 
well of thoſe two places, it would never go ſo againſt your Stomachs 
to do your Miniſter a common Courteſy ; nor would you ever think il! 
of him, for looking after that which belongs unto him; nor would 1 
| You ever put him off with the Riff-raff of your things, as the worſt 
Fleece, the leaſt Sheaf, and the like; nor in your bargaining with him 
for your 'Tythes, would you defire to get a drinking Penny (as you 
call it) by him; which according to the Balance of your own Con- 
ſi˖ciences (if you can) ſhall be at leaſt half in half: no nor would you 
ever think you did wrong the Country in giving God his Due in 
this or that particular: (what will they fay, doth he think TIl wron * 
the Country? pay him 'Tythes of that or that? no, never while 1 
+ live) ſo they ſet God and the Country at odds: yea, but woe be 
Þ to thee and thy Country too if God be againſt thee. I fay, Bre- 
thren, if you would but ſeriouſly, when you are alone, think well 
; of the matter, theſe things would not be ſo taxable in you as they 
1 Are. . pd | 
But this is only by the way: The third fort of Miniſters, I ſay, that | | 
= | feek themſelves in this Rank of Profits, are they that plunge them- 27 
_ ſelves overmuch in wordly Affairs, in refpe& of their temporal D. 
meſns, and regard eſpecially the Fat and the Fleece; that look fo 
= _over-{crapingly to their Tythes and Offerings (as too too many there are 
= that exceed the mean both of Diſcretion and Honeſty too in that kind) 
I , cheſe are the third fort that ſeek themſelves in their own Profits. 
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So that, Brethren, conſider all theſe kinds of Men, all theſe forts 
F Miniſters, they that ſeek their own Eaſe, in not preaching, not 
reſiding, in preac ing plauſibly ; they that ſeek their own Praiſe, in 
Oftentation of their Learning and Eloquence, in affecting Popularity, 
in maligning them that are more eminent than themſelves; 1 that 


ſeek their own Profit in hunting after Pluralities, in baſely beggi ng | 


Contributions, in giving up themſelves more openly to Worldly-mind- 


; edneſs: I ſay, join all thele together, and ſubſtract them out of the 


general number of the Clergy throughout the Land, and no doubt 
Pit the firſt Propoſition will be found true, that the greater part of 

the Clergy ſeek their own. Here are nine parts you fee, haply I 
might name more; but I would gladly ſhew my ſelf as charitable, 
as I would have my Neighboufs conſcionäble, and leave God the 
'Tenth. ſex RH 2 5 2 LA 
But theſe be only the Clergy primi ordinis, of the firſt and prin- 


Spal fort. Now if the chief be ſuch, Hzc f Domini faciunt, if 


they that ſhould be moſt conſcionable do thus tranſgreſs, audent non 


talia fures, think you? Will not thoſe of the inferior ſort he found 


as guilty? thoſe that we call Ecclgfiaſtici Collaterales, becauſe they da 
E cclefram concomitari, they depend upon the Church as neceſſary E- 
vils ; tho' evil, yet in ſome ſort neceſſary: I mean your Eccleſiaſtical 
Courtiers, your Pro&ors, Apparitors, Regiſters, and the reſt (as they 
are deem'd) of that infamous rank that are ( date verbo veniam) De- 
moni Comedanes, Fellow-Commoners with the Devil; for like him, 
they live only upon the Sins of the People, joying (as he doth) in 
the number of Sins, in the - multitude of Preſentments ©  _. 
What ſhall I ſay of theſe, that they ſeek their own? (ſure I ſhould 
Wrong them then.) No, they ſeek more than their own; for ſome of 
their Courts (in regard of ſome of their Conſciences) are as unſatiable 


as Hell, wherein themſelves play the Devil; and if they get a Man 
m, they will hold him faſt, either by right or wrong, till in their kind 
they have devour'd him. en 


Had theſe kind of Harpies a in the world in St. Paul's days, 
he needed not ts have deliver'd the inceſtuous Corinthian unto Satan, 


1 Cor. v. 5. for had lie wy = kim into their hands, it had been tor- 


— 


2 poi d Body (and k is Geli, F, chat mentions mch 


ment ſufficient; yea, and 


1. 4 3 
upon Sin, 


like Satan too, they are not only Executio- | 
ners in their kind, but Accuſers alſo ; for to get a Man into their Cir- 


cles, they will either find faults or coin them: as it was ſaid of Han- 
nibal, Aut viam inveniet aut faciet,. ſo may it of them; they will 


either find ways to bring Men into trouble, or invent them, by rai- 


ſing. falſe Slanders, Rumours, or the like, and then forſooth, cite them 


into their own Courts for a Scandal. Surely if ever it might lawfully 


be faid of any, that they are greater Sinners than other Men, it may 
be ſpoken of dds ; for theſe are thoſe helliſh Hags, or Lamiæ, that 


| Have eyes only to look abroad, to pry out other Mens faults, and 
make no uſe of them at their own! home; they feed, as was ſaid, of 


the Devil's Diet, they are even according to his own Tooth; he feeds 
and ſo do they, and in this reſpect they muſt needs be the 
Teatefy Sinners: for as he that lives upon Poiſon, muſt needs have 
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who in this men ifon'd all the Fleas that bit him) fo they that in 
this ſort live . muſt needs be the 13 Sinners, they 
muſt needs be the moſt 1 Creatures. But theſe, as I ſaid, are 
but Feelefiaftici Collaterales, the Hangbies of the Church, not princi- 
. pally here intended by the Apoſtle, and therefore indeed (as not worth 
Naming) let it ſuffice only thus far by the way to mention them. 
And ſo now I have done with the firſt Propoſition, I have ſhew'd 
you that moſt Eccleſiaſticks ſeek themſelves: I come now to the ſe- 
cond, which is a neceſſary Conſequent of the former. For if moſk 
ſeek themſelves, if nine parts in ten ſeek their own, then few ſeek 
Chriſt, or the Things of Chriſt; this follows of neceſſity, and that 
is the point: Few ſeek Chriſt. I'll only ſhew you in a word what 
it is to ſeek Chriſt, or the things of Chriſt, and fo come to the 
next. | . | eee net WY | 
The things of Chriſt, what are they? Why, ſurely in a word, they 
are nothing elſe but the Sheep of Chriſt, the Souls of Men and Wo- 
men, theſe - are the things of Chriſt, which he purchas'd you know 
With the price of his Blood. Now, the Miniſters of the Goſpel are 
Ambaſſadors for Chriſt and from Chriſt, 2 Cor. v. 20. to look to theſe 
his Sheep, to gather them together into his Fold, to 1. er him with 
his Voice, to them within his Paſtures, to give all poſſible Care 
and Tendance to them for their Good. So that to ſeek the things 
that are Chriſt's, is 73 &y&v, hoc agerez whatſoever becomes of our | 
_ felves, or our own matters, to look to this, it is to preach the Word, * 
to be inſtant in the ſame, in ſeaſon and out of ſeaſon, 2 Tim. iv. 2—5. 3 
'to 4; adn to rebuke when we ſee cauſe, to exhort with all Long- 
ſuffering, and Doctrine; it is to watch in all _ for - the ſpiritual 
Good of our People, yea, to ſuffer Adverſity for their ſakes and the 
_ Golpel's, every way making Chriſt known unto them by the Work of 
the Miniſtry, Thus to do, is to ſeek Chriſt, and the things of Chriſt s 
for thus did Timothy ſeek them, for thus had Paul inſtructed him, as 
ye may ſee, 2 Tim. iv. 2, f. 2 are the very Words of the Apoſtle 
there) and ye may fee it in the verſe following this of the Text, that 
Timothy had been obedient to the Apoſile's Inſtructions, as a Son to 
the Father, ſo fays he of him, (as who ſay) be even fought Chrift 
2. 1 aq, Bim; awhich, ſays he, none a do, that is, none to ſpeak | 
on (as been faid) none in compariſon, and the reaſon is, fir all 
ee their own, . e . 
but may not Men ſeek their own and Chriſt's too? O no, 
e a e „ Nere “ 
t. Paul here ms m ta: which is the opolition ß 
None can ſeek both their own things and Chriſt's together; not 
ch nn N 2 — -ag RE, YE own Profits, to ao] | 
n it are Jeſus it's, ive you a Proof o 5 
c 
Þ Firſt, We cannot ſeek Chriſt and our own Eaſe together. The 
_ Erophet Ezekiel (as yu know) in Chap. xxxiv. ver. 2. hath, theſe 
Words; Moe to the Shepherds that feed themſelves (that is, that ſeek 
wir own Eaſe.) Should not the Shepherds feed the Fhck ? (ſays he) 


— 


1 


— 


e 
£ whale is holy 

+ Y, > hey ths whe 98 81 5 ace (pray give me leave to ſpeak in the 
eee Perſon} you, I ay that ſeek 15 ſelves in your own, Eaſe, 
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intimating by the word ſhoula, that theſe two did not, could nat 12 
together, feeding themſelves and ” Flock. And the Apoſtle, Gal. 
1. 10. ſays expreily, 1f ang; of about to pleaſe Men (my ſelf, or any 
other, in ſeeking my own and carnal Quiet) abſolutely, J were 
not the Servant of Chriſt. | 

Secondly, We cannot feek our own Praiſe and Chriſt together : ſee 

Fohn v. 44. How can. ye believe that receive Honour one of another, 
and feek not the Honour that cometh of God ? Whence we learn, that 


they can neither believe nor ſeek God's Glory, that receive Honour 


to themſelves, much leſs ſure can they that ſeek it. 
Thirdly, We cannot ſeek our own Profits and Chriſt together; (you 


+ know the place) Ye cannot ſerve Gad and Mammon, Mat. vi. 24. and 


yet more plainly, ſpeaking of a Soldier of Chriſt, 2 Tim. ii. 4. No 


Mam that warreth, intangleth himſelf with the Afi rs of this Life, 


becauſe he would pleaſe him that hath choſen him for a Soldier; (as 
. ſay) he that . intangle himſelf, cannot pleaſe God, nay doth 
it: And fo briefly you ſee. the Point provid, Naw for the 


e As it is ſometimes the Death of Sin, ſo it is the 14 
. Give me leave therefore to and ſome of this killing 

Laar to that which hath been ſpoken. 
, Brethren, I beſeech you all by that holy Communion and 


F - that we have with one another in the Work of Chriſt, 
that you would ſeriouſly ee of theſe things; and as you defire 


that your People 1 y unto themſelves ſuch Doctrines as you 


r was tens rk HT. a 
Come from your Nlcuths and do concern them; ſo do you 8 
alnd take to your ſelves, that which I ſhall ſpeak, and may concern 


icular Perſons. be ou well aſſur' d, that as yourſelves 


: hall receive the Tak ſo Word from your ſelves be re- 
Lav 


You are all 8 rs.to me, I TI know your Faces, much leſs 


your Natures and Conditions; and therefore I neither have aim'd, 


Nor 'can aim at any of your particular Perſogs, Ta hit ſome, I con- 
E yer ng Re gr 
ture, 1 Kings xi. 2: and it was a hundred to one, if ſhooting among 
the 8 the Army) he hit not ſome, the“ ho he knew, not; it 

was God's Providence to direct the Arrow inta Abal's Breaſt: So it 
Þ qvonty-t9. one. If in_this  greas. Affaably Þ hit at me, ye. | 


jo the bobs ofthe e Lord direct my Arrows as he did his, in- 
to the bo 1 05 


: for 1 if among the 


Clergy there e of L * been ſaid, then 
Congregation i 17 


whoſe Strength is ta By All 110 75 peaks in another ſenſe, Ja. 
\AXX. + 7.) _n feed not : the | 2 „ y upon the Flock, * 
pon" 2. In the fear of upon it; How can you withou 


ber read all ls e 6e d Spd —__ 


i 


— r 
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againſt you by the Prophet Exetis/? Chap. xiii. and xxxiv. How 


can you without trembling hear that Woe to them that be at eaſe in 


Sion, proclaim'd by Amos? Chap. vi. 1. How dare you by your 


Practice fay after him in 2 Soul take thine eaſe, Luke xii. 


19. or Body take thine eaſe, when he is gone to Hell before you? 
Will not Eaſe ſlay you in the end? Then Solbmon is no Man of his. 


Word, Prov. i. 32. Did not Eaſe fit Moab for Deſtruction? Doth 
not Feremy ſay, Chap: xlvili. 11. that that was the cauſe ſhe ' ſettled 


upon her Lees? Is not to be given up to one's own Eaſe, to be given 
up to one's own ſelf, to one's own Heart's Luſt? And did you ever 
read of any ſuch a one, that was freed from himſelf again, till the 
Devil freed him? We read of ſome that were deliver'd up to Satan, 
that were freed again, as was Fob in one Kind, Feb ii. 6. and the 


inceſtuous Corinthian in another, 1 Cor. v. their Spirits were ſav'd 


notwithſtanding in the Day of the Lord Jeſus, 2 Cor. ii. but you ne- 


ver read of a Man that was deliver'd to himſelf, but went to Hell. 


Now for a Man to be given up to his own Eaſe, I fay; is to be 


given, up to his own ſelf, even over to the very higheſt kind of Im- 


higheſt; as we gather from P/a/. i. 1. For you may ſee what the 


Prophet ſays in another place, P/al. cxxiii. + (ys he) Our Soul 3s 


"exceedingly fill d auith the ſcorning (of whom] 'of them that be at eaſe. 
And, Brethren, is it not ſo ? Have ye any ſuch Scorners, Flouters, 
and 'Gibers of painful Preachers, and of Sermon-hunting (as they ſcof- 


fing term them) or rather more truly of Heaven-hunting People, as 
- "thoſe idle, lazy, non preaching Miniſters ? But deriſores Deus ipſe da- 
ridet (ſays the Wiſeman, Prov. iii. 34..) yea, he will laugh at their 


= > 


Calamity, and mock außen their Fear cometh, Prov. i. 26. 


She ale row where, © ye Miniſter be pain, © yo Bens 
fed Men; leſt by taking to your ſelves too much liberty, you be 


{a up to your own nag and ſo become in the end the Ob- 
_ Jets of God's Deriſion.  O I beſeech' you by thoſe Mercies of God 
which your ſelves have taſted above other Men'{Pl put my ſelf in- 


to 
be 


careful that theſe receiv'd Mercies breed not our future Miſeries; 


but while our Wages are greater than our Fellow-Labourers, let us 


(if it may be) exceed them in our pains-taking, leſt it fare with us 
2s it did ſometime with the I aelites, (P/al.*cvi. 15.) God haviny 
e eee for our Bellies, we have Leanne” therewlu 
ent into our Souls. If we remember well the Apoſtle's words, 2 7; heſſ. 


U1, 10, He that will not labour, muſt. not cat; we would never con- | 


| ceit that God gives us Food to lie Hill :"or if he doth, it is to that 
end, as Men feed their Swine, to fit them for the Slaughter. O, 
While we may therefore, let us think upon it. Is not avell done 


A . 


2% faithful Servant, Mat. xxv.'21.” a more pleaſing word tan you 
ale and unprofitable f ver. 30. Will not enter thou into the Foy of 
hy Lord, found more fweet than throw Bim into utter Darkneſs? 


Wu it not be a heavy bearing, when Chriſt ſhall urge, V iy flood 


den all the Day idle ?* Mat. Xx. 6. When he ſhall bid remember 


byw tou in thy life-time” receiveaſt thy phaſure ? Luke xvi. 25. Well, 


piety, to fit in the Seat of the Scornful, which of three degrees is the 


Your number, as I have F cauſe) I beſeech you, I uy let us 
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Brethren, for the Love of Chriſt let us think on theſe things, and 
thrive Eaſe betime from our luskiſh ſinful Bodies, that we may par- 

take of that Promiſe, - P/al. xxv. 13. His Soul ſhall live at eaſe; that 
we may have cauſe to ſay at the laſt day with the Son of Syrach, 
_ Ecduſ. li. 37. Modicum laboravi & inveni mihi multam requiem. 
And you that have not yet theſe Occaſions to be idle, I mean 
Lecturers, -Curates, and the like, that (it may be) more thro” the Idle- 
- neſs of the Paſtors, than out of your own due Worth, do glean away 
the Affections of the People; take you heed that hereafter when your 
Table is ſet, it doth not in like ſort prove a Snare unto you, as it 
doth to many others. You may haply for the preſent inveigh bit- 
terly againſt them that are guilty in this kind, and hereafter be con- 
demn'd your ſelves de eodem crimine: Let him that thinketh he flands 
Zake heed leſt be fall, 1 Cor. x. 12. For it is not Poverty (as the com- 
mon Vote goeth) but rather Plenty, that proves the Man. As tbe 
Funing Pot to the Gold, and the Furnace to the Silver, ſo is a Man 

according to his Dignity, ſays wile Solomon, Prov. xxvii. 21. But fa 

much for the firſt. | •31— - Jdgek . 
Now for the ſecond fort. You that are Non-Reſidents, that neither 
Feed your Flock, nor know your Flock, what ſhall I fay to you? You 


are like the good Shepherd in no reſpect, for you neither know yours, 


nor are known of yours: The 7 ar comes not but to fleal, ſays 
Chriſt, John x. 10. ſpeaking of the falſe Shepherds: ſo you come not 
but to take that Wages you never earn d. Again, he ſpeaks in the 
fame Chapter, ver. 8. of ſome that came before him, that were Thieves 
and Robbers ; and he adds, The Sheep did not hear them; it may be 
aid of you that come after him, your Sheep do not hear you: Veri- 
Jy you are worſe than the Hireling there mention'd, wer. 12, 13. for 
He flees not till the ſees the Wolf come, but you flee before-hand, 
to give occaſion to his coming. It was the Hireling's Fault in Chrift's 
time, not to care for the Sheep, but now it is the Fault of our chief 
Shepherds. He cares not for the Sheep (ſays Chriſt) becauſe he is 
an Hireling; but if Chriſt were here now, he muſt turn his note, and 
Jay, he cares not for them becauſe he is their Shepherd. 


Sure you know [ Shepherd] is a relative Word, and muſt confeſs 


his Corre/atum, and ſo no doubt but you will do; you will not deny 
that you have a Living, but withal you have a Rule, which you 
learnt when you were Freſh-men, and make more uſe of it now than 
vou did then, and that is this; Difantia non tollit Rationem. But 


by Your? Favour, that Rule is not x7 O, for non tenet in Sacris. © 


But however, what ſay you to [Pafor] then? that infers a Pre- 
_ : and for the word [ Watchmen} to be ſure that forbids Non-Re- 
ſidence. Bae, e, 1 ON 

Well, Brethren, the day will come, when you ſhall hear the Voice, 
Reddite Rationem villicationis weftre, Luke xvi. 2. How you will 
be able to ſay, Of them thou haſt given us in charge, we have loſt 


none, I know) not; Jobn xvii. 12. Nay, ſee you to it, if ye ſhall 


not rather have cauſe to ſay, Of them tliou haſt given us in charge, 
we have look d to none, Certainly of all Men you have cauſe to 


— 


feuer 
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fear a Ne/cio wos, Mat. vii. 23. as a due Reward to a Ne/cio Owes; 
| Wherefore for your own fakes, while you have time, do as the Apo- 

Kle bids, Feed the Flock of Chriſt that depends 5 55 you, 1 Pat. v. 2. 

Nay, remember but what Chriſt ſaid to Peter; Peter (ſays he ) bweft 

thou me? then feed my Sheep, John xxi. 17. Probatio dilectionis off 


gxbibitio operis. "LM 1 I Ge nt 
And for you in the third place, that preach plauſibly to live peace- 
. ably, that ſcek- Eaſe by Soothing ; you faithleſs, unfaithful, faint- 
Hearted Preachers, you are in the eſteem of God's Spirit a Generation 
of the vileſt Men, for you are call'd, 1/a. ix. 2 the Tail of the 
People. 'The Prophet that teacheth Lyes is the Tail; and NN | 
Lyes, when you dawb with your untemper'd Mortar, Ezex. x11. 10, 
when you promiſe to the rotten and unhumbled Souls of Men Life 
and. Peace, when terrible things are at hand, even Garments roll'd in 
Blood, devouring Flames, and everlaſting Burnings; J. ix. 5. 45. 
XXXiiii. 14. "Aflredly it will little avail you. at the laſt Day to ſay, 
Have net abe preach'd in thy Name? Mat. vii. 22. for vou are (if 
not Enemies) at leaſt Diſdainers of the Croſs of Chrift, Phil. iii. 18. 
Sal. 6, 12. Your preaching in his Name is to little ſe, unleſs 
it be ſometime with his Croſs op, pour Shoulders ; . beſt 
in Chriſts name, that preach by Sufferinns [| 
I pray, Brethren, let us lay it to our hearts: We in a ſpecial man- 
ner have taken the Lord's Preſs-Money, when we were ordain'd into 
the Weg. and therefore bound to go to war; yea, and to bid de- 
fiance to the whole World, inaſmuch as St. Job ſays it lies all in 
wickedneſs; 1 Fohn v. 1 2 Bellum (you know) in Latin ſigniſies both 
War and Good ; and ſure in this they go both together, no War 
without, no Good within, free from Oppoſition, void of Goodneſs. 
We can never play the parts of right Soldiers or valiant Captains, 
but when the Enemy is about our Ears. We are never to any pur- 
Poſe laying fiege to Heaven, but when we are ſuffering Violence ; 
And the Violent take it by force, ſays our Saviour, Mat. xi. 12. not 
the plauſible. No, we cannot upon ſufficient 
are rightly ſowing God's Pearls, unleſs ſome Pop turn again and 
rend us, Mat. vii. 6. that we are of Feremiab's perfect ſtamp, un- 
| tefs we be accounted contentious, Fer. xv. 10. that we are true Exe- 
Liell, unleſs the Scorpions bite us, Exel. ii. 6G. or like David, Men 
2er God's own: Heart, unleſs the Lions roar upon us, Fſal. lvii. 4. 
| that we are any of God Almighty's Lambs, unleſs our Habitation be 
among the Wolves, Mat. x. 16. What! Chriſt's Sheep muſt bear 
_ Chriſt's marks; I bear in my Body the Marks of the Lord Feſus, ſays 
2 Gal. vi. 12. and what are they but Railings, Revilings, 
Ppo 
#he Hope of Iitael's Jake, ſays the Apoſtle, I am bound with this Chain. 
Vea, and he was as proud (if we may uſe that word) of that his Irn 
Chain, Col. i. 24. as the beſt Alderman in London of his Chain of 
Sold; and more reaſon he had for it. And the Apoſtle commends 


 Onefiphorus: for this, that he was not aſham'd of his Chain, 2 Tim. 


+ 16.- And (doth. it become us to be afraid of its chinking? We = 
dead of Fobr the Bapeiſt, how he preach d his Head off, Mar. xiv. 11. 


tions, Chains, (if need be) and Impriſonments? 4s xxviii. For 
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he preach'd ſo long againſt the Sins of the great ones, till his Head 
was ſent in — a ages e eee 4 * 8 preach'd 
ſo long and inly againſt their Sins, till they ſton'd him out of 
the Pulpit, Jabs vil 9. yea, he ſpake ſo home into the Boſoms of 
the Scribes and Phariſees, that were (as you are) the Teachers of o- 
thers, that the Text ſays in another place, They perceiv'd that he 
ancaned them, Mat. xxi. 45. Luke xx. 19. And he that is truly Chrift's, 
muſt follow him: Te have me for an Example, ſays he, Fobs xiii. 
5. yea, and God promiſes us, Fer. i. 18, 19. he will make us as Iron 
Pillars, and Walls of Braſs, that tho Men oppoſe, they ſhall not pre- 
_ vail againſt us. Nay, there is no better way to get Reſpect and E. 
| Neem to our Perſons, than Faithfulneſs and Impartiality in this kind: 
He that rebuketh a Man ſpall find more favour in the end than be 
that flattereth, ſays wiſe Salmon, Prov. xxviii. 23, And the Apoſtle 
Charges Titus to look to it, that no Man deſpiſe him; preſcribes him 
this Courſe among the reſt, to rebuke auth all Authority, Tit. ii. 15. 
Nay, the Lord ſays to the ſoothing Prieſts, Mal. ii. 9g. I have made 
you deſpiſed, and vile before all the People, heco uſe you have not kept 
my eways, but have been partial in the Law. And look about you, 
what 12 are moſt affected and follow'd, what do People ga 
out of their Pariſhes for to ſee? Reeds Halen with the Wind, Mat. 


— ii. 7. to hear thoſe that are timorous and fearful? No, but ſuch as 


like Fohn the _ Baptiſt, Luke i. 17. come in the 1 of Elias, as re- 
ſolute as he was when he came to Abab in the ſecond Perſon; Ut is 
thou and thy Father's Houſe that troubleth Iſrael, 1 Kings xviii. 18. 
So Fohn to Herod, It is not lawful for thee to have thy Brother's 
Wife, Mat. xiv. 4. Therefore, Brethren, as the Apoſtle adviſeth, 1 Cor. 
xvi. 13. let us be careful to quit our ſelves like Men, like Captains, 
and not like Cowards, among the People over whom God hath ſex 
us: for as concerning others that are beyond our reach, Kings, Ma- 
giſtrates, Biſhops, Governours, or the like, to meddle with them or 
their Sins (unleſs we are call'd to ſpeak before- them) for ought I 
know it is beyond our Commiſſion. ' But I fay towards them that are 
under our Charge, let us prove our ſelves to be of the Truth (as 
Chriſt did) by not regarding their Perſons in our preaching : Mafer 


(ay they) we hnow that thou art of the Truth, and teacheft the © 


avay of God truly, Mat. xxii. 16. How did they know it? why, thou 
careft not for Man (ſay they) neither confidereft the Perſon of Men 3 
namely, in thy teaching. Let us bear in mind, the Fearful are in as 
bad a caſe as the Unbelievers; yea, as Murderers, Whoremongers, 
Sorcerers, and Idolaters : for all ſhall have a part together in the Lake, 
Rev. xxi. 8. In a word, remember but that Woe to them that ſow 
low. under Mens elbows, Exel. xiii. 18. that Woe of God is more 
inſupportable than the Malice of all Ven. 
And now in the fourth place, you that ſeek your ſelves in Praiſe, 
by a learned and unintelligible kind of Preaching, that by yaur 
 Cookiſhneſs in your Sermons, as by forc'd Sauces, do take _ the 
 Wholeſome Reliſh from the good Word of God; when you follow 
theſe Courſes, you do in a ſpecial manner lay Wang | 


only to be vain-glorious, but very fooliſh, if you think your gawith 
Flouriſhes can add any more Excellency to the Majeſty of God's Word, 
than a painted Face can add Commendation to an honeſt Woman, 
No, Brethren, the Word of God, when it is moſt naked in it ſelf, 
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is then moſt mighty in Operation, moſt keen and cutting, and our 
Art doth but take away its edge. And this. the Apoſtle was well 
aware of, when he came to the Corinthians not with the inticing | 
Speech of Man's Eloquence, but with the plain Evidence of the Spi. 
Tit and of Power, 1 Cor. ii. 4. The Word of God, > pos know, is faid | 
to be as a twwo-edged Sword, Heb. iv. 13. Now if you would have 

| your Sword cut, you muſt unſcabbard it; not 11 b it into a ſheath, 
but make it naked and bare; for then it will be moſt ſharp and 


"Brethren, I confeſs it is a hard thing for a Man to deny himſelf 
In this : Our Religion for the moſt part lies more in the Head than 
it -doth in the Heart; and that is the reaſon that our Preaching for 
the moſt part is more heady than hearty : yea, but if we would have 
it go to the Heart, we muſt have it come from the Heart. If we 
Kncerely covet to make our People good Chriſtians, we muſt not mind - 
to ſhew our ſelves great Scholars, for then God will not bleſs our La- 
bours. Mark iv. 33. It was ſaid of our Saviour, that he preach'd not | 
as himſelf was able to ſpeak, but as they were able to hear; and | 
therefore it is ſaid in another place, The common People heard him | 
g/adly, Mark xii. 37, So muſt we, Brethren, if we will be like Chriſt, ' ; 
and ſeek the Good of our People, deſcend to their Capacities, be | 
plain that we may be profitable, and always pray that we may have 
the Evidence of the Spirit, that we may be powerful, for this will 
bring a Man peace at the laſt; this Courſe ſhall be rewarded with 
a abell done good and faithful Servant, Mat. xxv. 21. In a word, 
remember what is ſaid, 2 Cor. x. 18. not he that commendeth himſelF 


1 approv'd, but he whom the Lord commendeth = 
Well in the fifth place, you that ſeek your ſelves in Popularity, in 
affecting to be follow'd, you Rural Gods, you Pans of the Country, 
that 'Pope-like do covet to over-top all your Brethren 5 what have yu 
above others, that you have not receiv'd ? 1 Cor. iv. 7. Why then do 
Fou glory as if you receiv'd it not? as if you by your own Power 
and Authority had made theſe or theſe Men whole, had converted ſ 
ſuch or ſuch? 4#s iii. 12. Why ſhould Great is Diana of the E- 
Pheſians, ſound fo ſweetly in your ears? Ads xix. 28. What will Vor 
Pauli do you good, when you are raked up in the duſt? It may 
lift you up for the preſent, and yet clap you under hatches in the 
end: If you take, commonly (with the fiſh) you are alſo taken; nor 
do you more- rob your Fellow-Miniſters of Love, than you do your 
ſelves of Liberty. Your Humour of all others is a moſt dangerous 
Humour, and ſo much the more dangerous, becauſe ſo plraling wt ͤ N 
Nature. It puffeth up, it cauſeth you to deſpiſe your Fellow-La- E 


Fd 


1 bourers, and to be to them- ward too too full of domineering; yea, | | 
| and it occaſioneth Neglect to them from others, and much ill-will | 
8 from them unto your es 3 nay, it aſt times takes away the Autho- 


8 


thats en 


; and he muſt needs err from the Truth (in their de 


that relies it. | 
-Ah, Brethren, et an het Hur Beem s n 
veniences, and to remember that we are not for our ſelves, but 


are all Fellow-Labourers for one and the ſame Maſter ; and there- 
fore for the Work-ſake we ſhould firive to maintain the Credit of 
one another, eſpecially with their own People, and be more af- 


fllicted to ſee our N eighbour-Miniſter forſaken, than affected to ſes 


our ſelves follow 'd: for when he is forlaken, there is a Fauk ei. 


ther in him or them, and we ſhould grieve at the Fauks of all. 


If we mark but the Apolſtle's Cuſtom, we ſhall fee how careful 


| every where he was to maintain the Credi of his Fellow-Mini- 
| : tho' they were inferior to him in Gifts, yet he did not af. 
2 0 to bear away the Bell from them. We may ſee in the R- 


to the Coloffrans, Chap. iv. 7. 12. how he calls Tyebicus. and 


5 nay ih 75. Paſtors, and commends them exceedingly to their 
own People, (for indeed a Man may be faithful in the iſe of 


two Talents, as well as in the Rxerciſs of five, Mar. XV. 21, 23.) 
how doth 


And fo in this Chapter of the Text, Phil ii. 20, &c. 
he commend Timothy and Epaphreditas to the Philippians, to whom 


they were appointed Preachers? ver. z5-----30. O Brethren, if we 


would but do fo too, I dare ſay God Almighty would oon us thank fot 
it; for ſo ſhould we further one another in his Work, and not hinder 


one another as we do. 


Aud I would ald that you in the fach Place wonkl in a ſpentat 


manner conſider this, you black-mouth'd Miniſters, that are fo hrim - 


full to the very Mouth of Envy and Pride, that © empty your 


ſelves you are fain to go a backbiting in ſecret af them that are 
more worthily famous than your ſelves, to ſpit 8 | 


_ | ng their harmleſs and well-deferving Perſons, when 
i who arg How. do you feek Chrift, when you fret at the 


hfulnef and Painfulneſs that is usd in his Serviee? You 
Would like Mags, 4# viii. 18. be famous too; but with him yon 


| l ught. but Diſgrace by theſe courſes, and a” further Poſſibility 


to come. Have ye not mark'd che Story of the Viper? 


Ales xxvi. The Tot cy Why, that is the very Emblem of one 


of you. ext ſays 2 there caine a Viper out of the 
| Heat, and leap'd 1 75 n St. PauPs Hand, (now you muſt underſtand 
by the way, t Na was e eee Mali i e 


pany) now when the Barbarians ſaw this, they preſently concluded 
St. Paul wis a Murderer, one whom Vengeance would not ſuffer 
do live. But-after a while, St. Paal ſhakes the Vipet into the Fire, 


and himſelf remain d Whole and ſound; R When the P 
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5 rity from the Word of God: for (with the P ſe) es 


well from no Man's Mouth, but fuch as yours, to whom they ate 
devoted; Ne you ſay is their Scripture, 7 dixvr, he holds 


ſt 
ww Bak 99, them.” I ſay, I would you would 
or I pray, how do you rejoice at the Goa they do, when 


26 PRIEST LY Avarice:' Or, 


So theſe venom-mouth'd Wretches, like that Viper, out of the heat 
of their Malice lay hold on the beſt and honeſteſt Men, endeavour: 
ing to kill them with their empoiſon'd Tongues. Now when the 


| Biſhops and others that be not acquainted. with the true Condi- 
tions of theſe Men, hear theſe things of them, they preſently cen- 
ſure them, as the Barbarians did Paul, to be naughty and” wicked 


Men: yea, but let them ſtay a while, and they ſhall ſee the Vipers 
only to fall into Hell- fire, and the other remaining harmleſs and inno- - 

cent, ſhall be known to all to be good Men, and Men of God. You 
that be guilty of theſe things, I pray you take them to your ſelves | 
and ſee unto thle. Tu „ PS cn 
I.! the next Place, you that ſeek your ſelves in your own Profits, 
there be three forts of you, I will ſhut you up altogether (becauſe 

I begin to you tedious to my ſelf, and I fear muca. more to ſome. 

) Ina 


of you: Word, you -plainly diſcover that your Pains for 


Chriſt is little worth, in that you look for a Reward in this World. 
True Virtue: (fays a Heathen Man) ſcorns to expect, or look af-. 


ter an earthly Crown. Our Saviour tells us, That his Kingdom is 
not of this World, John xviii. 36. and why, that his Diſciples might 
not (as you do) think of Greatneſs or Riches here. I pray, what 

became of your Forefather Demas that forſook Paul, to embrace 
this preſent World? 2 Tim. iv. 10. The Text ſays he went to 


_ Theſſalonica, and Dorotheus ſays, he became an Idol-Prieſt there 


and no marvel if he proves the Devil's Prieſt, that was Mammon's 


 _ Chaplain. Covetouſneſs, ſays the Apoſtle, 1 Tim. vi. 10. is the Root 
. of Evil, which while ſome. luſted after, they erred from the Faith, 
and pierced themſelves through with many Sorrows: But thou, O 


Man of God, ſays he, ſbun theſe things. So ſay I to you, O Men 


of God, ſhun theſe things, you above all Men, becauſe. you are 
Men of God; | becauſe - Chriſt (in a ſpecial manner) hath choſen 


- you out of the World, John xv. 19. therefore it beſeems not you 
above all to mind the things of this World: Becauſe you are the Salt 


to ſeaſon others, Mat. v. 13. above all it becomes not you to be 
unſavoury; becauſe: you muſt preach againſt» Coyetouſneſs, of all 
. . * _ others it. becomes not you to be covetous: You muſt help to draw 
up other Mens Affections to the things above, therefore it beſeems 
not you to . upon the things below: 


With what face can you preach the ine of Faith, when you 
your ſelves are ſo incredulous as not to truſt God for the matters 


bf this Life, whenas himſelf hath ſo expreſly ſaid, He avill be Levi's. 
Portion ?\ Deut. x. 9. Doubtleſs the cauſe that many Miniſters Chil- 
/ dren come to Penury and Miſery, is not for that their Parents left. 


them ſo little, but becauſe they left them ſo much; namely, be- 


mes the Lord, if not rather without the Lord: they were not fo | 
© +areful to leave the Lord their Portion, as to leave them a Por- 
tion of Wealth. Ah, fays Chriſt, Mat. vi, 33. ſeek the Kingdom 
of Heaven, and all things neceſſary fhall be ſupply'd, (namely, to 


| thee and thine: ) Preach the Word diligently and impartially, and 


LY 
* 


Sod will provide for thee; the Ravens ſhall feed thee, as they did 


Fo 5 Elias, 9 


* 


/ 


% 
. 
1 4 * 


ae Clergy's Kingdom of this World: 27 
nas, 1 Kings xxvii. 4. that is, the very carrionly Wretches of the 


World ſhall help to ſuſtain thee; God. . hath their Hearts in hien 


hand, and he ſhall make them do it. Ah, Brethren, that we would 
but all reſolve to be at the Lord's finding, and to take only that 
which God ſhall work for us, and caſt upon. us; without our ſeek 
| Ing or ſuing for, by any other means than following our Callings'; 
tho' we have but a little, we ſhall have more Content in it, than 
others have in a great deal: A little that the Righteous bath, is 
better than great Riches of the Ungodg, Pſal. xxxvli. 16. 0 Bre- 
' thren, how the Lord's hand doth ſweeten a Bleſſing, over any han 
doth whatſoever ! I praiſe my God (I can fay it). I take not fa 
much comfort in what I have, as I do in this, that God gave it; 
it was his only working, Deus nobis hec otia fecit. 
Or howſoever (Brethren) howſoever, ſhould God defer our Pay 
till our Day be done, yet then we hall have it heap'd up and run- 
ning over ; we. ſhall be the firſt of all that ſhall receive our Re-- 
ward, Rew.xi. 18. and our Wages ſhall be great too, Mat. v. 12. 
Great is your Reward in Heaven + And they that turn many to 
- Righteouſneſs, ſhall ſhine as the Stars for ever and ever, ſays the 
Prophet Daniel, Chap. xii. 3. And doubtleſs let us think this, the 
more Reward we have before-hand, the leſs fhall we have here- 
Wherefore, Brethren, I beſeech you, let us not ſhew our ſelves - 
to be of the number of them that St. Pau ee of, 2 Cor. ii. 
17. that make merchandize of the Word of God; take bheed of 
Aurum, leſt it prove YHolaſſanum; remember how Fudas's Bag burſt 
him, and Dives's Wealth damn'd him. To ſeek after Wealth and 
Promotion in this kind, is to follow the Error of. Balaàm, as St. Pe- 
ter and St. Jude ſay, 2 Pet. ii. 15. Jude 11. and Riches in this kind 


| . are call'd the Wages of Unrighteauſneſs ; And if you mark it in a 


Clergyman, to the word Lucre is always: filthy annex d; Feed the 
Floct of Chriſt, not for filthy Lucre, 1 Pet. v. 2. 1 Tim. iii. 3. Tit. 
And away with that damn'd Uſury, that — ſo much ſtrength 
by the Practice of ſome of the Clergy: nay, ſome amongſt us have 
| 2.4 trick, but it is of the Devils teaching, to go beyond God 
nighty's reach (as they think) in putting out their Monies: they 
have invented a new way, which he never thought on; they will 
put out 20 J. to have zo or 40 l paid them for it by equal Pay- 
ments in ſix or ſeven Vears Ju after that faſhion, I know 
not the particulars.) But if Uſury it ſelf be a Sin, when God will 
_ endure to be mock'd; then this Trick will hold bottom. 


And you of the Clergy that are Landlords, and have Grounds or 


Houſes to let, I would you would be aſham'd of your ſelves for 
your unconſcionable griping and handling of People in this kind; 
to be ſure others are aſham'd of yon, when they hear poor Folk. 
putting it into their private Litany, From being a C/ergyman's Te- 
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— ant forther, —ů 


with our N eee e but 
a poor worle on it. And let me add this, aſmredly there neither 
is. nor can be any ſuch inward Pleaſure or ſweet Content te the 


Mind, as to ſee a poor Man ery for joy at the receipt of an unex- 
; — ee peng er Fhree-pence, when he begs but for an Half 


- And you of the Elergy that ars ſo politick in che Aﬀzirs of this 
World, as many 
dom of this Warld is fooli/oneſs with God, 1 Cor. i. 20. And there- 

| fore the more wile you grow in · wordh matters, the more foolidh 


of you be, pray remember that Saying, The Miß 


you grow to God-ward : and indeed if yow mark it, theſe Miniſters 
for the moſt part that are moſt able to give advice in worldly mats 
ters, are commonly the eaſieſt Preachers. and the pooreſt Divines ; 
and on the other ſide, the Proverb holds true, The greateſt Scholars 
are none of the ae Men 

But verily I am perſuaded this Sin of Worldlineſs i in many Mi 


niſters ſhall be requir'd at che Pariffioners Hands ; for if they were _ 


ſo _ Fraud, Ce 


eee a od.t * 
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— — the World leſs. wif 
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much as the Tek oß the - vs — prod rat ach- 
tue Rent you pay for the Land; but he ſhall not have the 
of your Labours: and therefore- you will pay your ſelves for 
you will ſteal from him ſo much as ſhall: pay for the. Tenth 


plowing, and harrowing, and reaping and owing: for ow 
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5 be ne only de, Ente als to bring their Tythes to Fera/alem, 
— 


he did not withal command the Prieſts. to allow them ſfome-, 
for: their Labours. No, no, but your Wicdom 
| | a deeper bottom than God Almighty's did it comes 
' from Hell, and to Hell it will carry you 


you (my Brethren of the Clergy) when you hear any of 


| | r Pariſhioners nibling upon his Dilintion, cob him in 
en. "cheating Knavez for 1 warrant you he hath- cozen'd 
— 6 or he means to cozen you. 


1 


— 


. 
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to b 8 Miniſters to take their Tythes according to the 
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and 
: yea, and let a Man but for quietneſs ſake yield unto them 
- have them come the ho men and com 
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peace upon your 


. Death beds think om theſe chings dere had: A. fo ae. 


' alſo with you. - 

T 
upon your tos die] awd 

| 99 rations vilitutis veffra, render an Smt of 

all your diſhoneſt doings; Von look (I warrant 

many Preſemments to day; yea, but he you 


m Brethren, we ſhall do well 'whakwk, and prevent = 
— ws Ba it comes; for doubtleſs theſe incon/cionabiles Cam 


Ao Loads ad not according to the- Fruits of their 


Courtiers, you-will o 
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The time will come when we our ſelves ſhall be preſented, our .] e 
-  Conſciences ſhall make the Bill, and the Devil ſhall play the Church- 
Warden to put it in: I would you would think thus, I ſay, when 
vou are taking and looking upon your Preſentments for it may 
be, the thought of it may do you ſome good, it may make you care- 
ful. in ſome ſort to puniſh Sin (as your place requires) and not fo 
— altogether (as may be noted) to take Money. For if an Adulte- 
terer, or an unclean Perſon be put into your Court, if he hath 
Money you will vouchſafe to look upon him; if he hath enough, 
Pope. like you will fell him a Pardon: if but a little, yet for that 
Litle fake you will deign him an Order of Penance : but if he hath 
none (1 wr. upon ſome grounds) then he comes off (for ought 
we ſee) clearly, not a word more as we hear is ſpoken to him, 
and we that are his Miniſters (in the mean time) dare not admit 
Him to the Sacrament, leſt our ſelves ſhould come into danger, leſt 
vou ſhould lie to get us into your lurches. Now is this right? Is 
this Honeſty ? Is this according to the will of God, think you? 
Nay, is this the mind of our Governours that permit you in your 


Offices? No, I believe it is not, but you wrong them, you abuſe 


us, and you offend God, and injure and defame our Church moſt 
of all. And I am perſuaded, did they (T mean our Biſhops and 
the reſt) that have put you in your places, but know as much of you 
in matters of this nature as God knows, they would not be ſo long- 
_ Juffering as he. 8 „ LT 
Nay, let me add this; I think verily if you were but as con- 

 ſfcionable in puniſhing Sin and Evil (as your place requires) as you 
. _ ſeem to be unconſcionable in taking Monies, your Gain would be 


much more than it is, and where you have one Preſentment, you 


into your hands, you are fo tedious and griping in your dealings 


- would have three or four; for I am perſuaded many Miniſters had 
rather ſuffer ſome wrong at their People's hands, than put them 
with them. For my own part, it was in my mind to have pre- 
ſented ſome two or three matters, but 3 upon theſe Conſide- 
rations I have forborn, and I believe ſome of my Brethren have 


bdeen ſometime of the ſame mind; fo that if you would but do as 


get, and beſides your Gettings would be attended with God's Bleſ- 
Lings, and your Souls might haply go to Heaven in the concluſion. 
Wherefore be ede thr your own ſakes to look ſometimes upon 
your own ſelves, and think ſometimes upon your Dealings, and 
+ y__ ſometimes your own Sins, with Sorrow, Tears, Con- 
|  Tefſion before the Lord's Eyes, you may fave the Devil a labour at 
te laſt diy, . e e 
Thus, Brethren, I have held you longer than I thought I ſhould ; 
but if yon well conſider, I had many forts to ſpeak unto; and to 
peak to every one a little, I could ſpeak no leſs. And now I make 
no queſtion, but with Sampſon I have pull'd a Houſe upon mine 


un head; I mean; much ſecret diſlike and evil-will from every body: 
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for my Plainneſs: but if I have, it is no more than I , 


care not: I ſay with him, TFudg. xvi. 30. Let me loſe my Life (my 
Credit, my Eſteem or what you will) avith. the Philittines, I am 


- contented. And if my Conſcience could but tell me, that in every 


Action I ever did, in every Sermon I ever preach'd, I had as truly 
ſought Chriſt, as it ſuggeſts unto me I have defir'd to do in this; 


I would boldly condude with that Simeon in the Goſpel, Luke ii. 29, 


Lord, now let thy Servant depart in peace. And ſo farewel. 


Gratia & Gloria Deo, & Chriſto Foſu, & adjutori meg, Amen, — 
* . . i. 8 5 . "4 x a W | : 5. * 


Preach'd by that zealous Royaliſt 1 
* Edward Symonds, Minifter of - . 
Rayne ix Eſſex, April 12. 1632. 
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and as Sampſon did, if with my ſelf I flay or wound the Guilty, I 
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